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A coalition of eight opposition parties appears to have a good chance of unseating the Partido
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) from the Chiapas governorship during elections scheduled
for Aug. 20. A poll published by Grupo de Asesores Unidos, SC (GAUSC) in late July showed
opposition candidate Pablo Salazar Mendiguchia with a lead of 17 percentage points over Sami
David David of the PRI. Salazar obtained 55.4% of voter preference compared with 38.3% for David.
The poll, based on interviews with 1,100 registered voters in 110 electoral districts on July 16-18, had
a margin of error of 3%.
Salazar is representing the Alianza por Chiapas coalition, led by the center-left Partido de la
Revolucion Democratica (PRD) and the conservative Partido Accion Nacional (PAN). Other
coalition members include several parties that joined with either the PRD or the PAN in the July 2
presidential election: the Partido del Trabajo (PT), the Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM),
the Partido Social Nacionalista (PSN), the Partido Alianza Social (PAS), and the Convergencia
Democratica (CD). An eighth coalition member is the Partido del Centro Democratico (PCD),
founded by the government's former Chiapas peace negotiator Manuel Camacho Solis.
An earlier poll conducted by Fundacion Arturo Rosenblueth showed David leading Salazar by six
percentage points. David led in voter preference 44% to 38%, with 12% of respondents undecided.
A poll conducted by Imagen Cinco in January showed David leading Salazar by almost 49% to 27%.
The Imagen Cinco and Rosenblueth polls were conducted before the July 2 presidential elections,
won by opposition candidate Vicente Fox Quesada (see SourceMex, 2000-07-05). Chiapas was one
of the 10 states won by PRI presidential candidate Francisco Labastida Ochoa. The governing party
also won both Senate seats and eleven of 12 slots allocated in the federal Chamber of Deputies.
But opposition candidates are quick to point out that more voters in Chiapas cast their ballots
against the PRI than for the governing party on July 2. The PRI received almost 470,000 votes in the
federal elections, compared with the combined total of almost 565,000 for all opposition parties.
The GAUSC survey showed that Salazar has gained overwhelming support in the capital Tuxtla
Gutierrez and other metropolitan areas, where he leads David by 63% to 32%. But the opposition
candidate also leads his PRI rival by about 10 percentage points in rural areas, a stronghold for the
governing party, GAUSC said.
GAUSC director Rolando Ocampo said many respondents considered Salazar the best choice
to resolve the conflicts between the government and sympathizers of the Ejercito Zapatista de
Liberacion Nacional (EZLN). Salazar, a former PRI member, once served on the legislature's
Chiapas peace commission (Comision de Concordia y Pacificacion, COCOPA).
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 3

LADB Article Id: 53792
ISSN: 1054-8890

Fraud concerns emerge
David's downturn in the polls since the beginning of the year and the PRI's determination not to
lose a key election have raised concerns that the governing party may resort to massive fraud to win
the race. Luz Rosales, director of the Chiapas-based Movimiento Ciudadano por la Democracia,
urged electoral observers to especially monitor the Chiapas state electoral agency (Instituto Estatal
Electoral, IEE), which does not enjoy the independence of its federal counterpart, the Instituto
Federal Electoral (IFE). "Our greatest concern is that major irregularities are going to occur because
the Chiapas IEE is controlled by outgoing Gov. Roberto Albores," said Rosales.
Citizen groups and opposition parties have sounded the alarm about an alliance formed by the PRI
governors of southeastern states Albores of Chiapas, Victor Cervera Pacheco of Yucatan, Antonio
Gonzalez Curi of Campeche, and Roberto Madrazo of Tabasco to maintain the southeastern region
as a PRI stronghold. The governors, led by Madrazo, are one of the factions involved in a power
struggle to gain control of the PRI (see SourceMex, 2000-07-05). "They want to use this election to
show that the PRI remains alive," Rosales told the daily newspaper Reforma.
But IEE counselor Emilio Zebadua rejected the notion that Albores could steal the elections for
the PRI. "No federal or state elected official will override the will of the people and the democratic
institutions," Zebadua told the daily newspaper El Universal. Representatives from opposition
parties called on Albores to stop using government assistance programs like Progresa and Procampo
for strictly electoral purposes. "We will also not accept the use of public-works programs to advance
the campaign of the PRI candidate," a statement by the eight opposition parties said.
Salazar and David, recognizing that the Aug. 20 election could have implications at the national
level, have asked the three major parties for additional funds for their campaigns. Both candidates
have brought their campaigns to some of the state's poor indigenous communities, especially those
sympathetic to the EZLN. "We want to extend our hand to our indigenous brothers who decided to
claim their rights by taking up arms," David said during a campaign in the Tzetzal communities of
Ocosingo and Chilon.
Salazar, who is expected to pull much of the support in the impoverished indigenous communities,
has offered his services to president-elect Vicente Fox as a mediator to jump- start talks between
the government and the EZLN. "The very first step we will take once we take office is to remove
the boxing gloves from the government because we are not an adversary of the EZLN," said
Salazar. "We must transform this office from being an obstacle to peace to one that facilitates peace,
dialogue, and negotiation."

Fox appoints team to coordinate Chiapas policy
Fox has also expressed his intention to achieve peace in Chiapas and has appointed PAN Sens.
Luis H. Alvarez and Rodolfo Elizondo to coordinate his administration's proposals to negotiate
an agreement with the EZLN. Alvarez, the founder of COCOPA, has been mentioned as a likely
candidate to assume the role of Chiapas peace commissioner. Alvarez and Elizondo said one of their
priorities will be to attempt to arrange a meeting between EZLN leader Subcomandante Marcos and
Fox.
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Fox said he plans to send a bill to Congress early in his administration to turn the San Andres
accords into law. President Ernesto Zedillo's administration has refused to recognize the accords,
even though they were negotiated by the president's peace commissioner Manuel Camacho Solis
(see SourceMex, 1996-03-21). As part of his strategy to reach out to the EZLN, Fox took to the
airwaves in late July to offer a message of goodwill to Zapatista leaders. "Serious negotiations are
the key to a solution," he said. "We are prepared to discuss all issues to settle the problem in one or
two months."
As of early August, EZLN leaders had yet to react to the overtures from Fox and his aides. But
residents of autonomous communities sympathetic to the EZLN said the government would have to
remove its military forces from Chiapas before any dialogue could take place. In an interview with
the daily newspaper La Jornada, residents of the Consejo Autonomo Ricardo Flores Magon said the
army has been increasing its personnel in the area.
The EZLN sympathizers said the army kept its promise to stay out of sight during the July 2
elections, but also took the opportunity to beef up its troops. "What they were really doing during
this period was increasing their numbers and repositioning soldiers," the residents said. "The
government is still betting on a military solution to the conflict."
The Ricardo Flores Magon residents also raised concerns about Fox's economic policies, which they
said are no different than those followed under Zedillo. "We continue to oppose the system imposed
by those in power," the residents said. "We reject the system of free financial and speculative
markets, which deprives, destroys, and homogenizes all that is human." (Sources: Proceso, 07/08/00;
Agence France-Presse, 07/20/00; Reuters, 07/08/00, 07/24/00; Novedades, 07/10/00, 07/17/00, 07/19/00,
07/24/00; The News, 07/12/00, 07/25/00; Notimex, 01/13/00, 07/30/00; La Jornada, 07/14/00, 07/19/00,
07/20/00, 07/25-27/00, 07/31/00; El Financiero, 07/25/00, 07/26/00, 07/28/00, 07/31/00; Milenio,
07/31/00; Reforma, 07/11-13/00, 07/19/00, 07/25-27/00, 07/31/00, 08/01/00; El Economista, 07/25/00,
07/26/00, 07/28/00, 07/31/00, 08/01/00; El Universal, 07/12-14/00, 07/20/00, 07/21/00, 07/250-28/00,
07/31/00, 08/01/00, 08/02/00; Excelsior, 07/17/00, 07/19/00, 07/21/00, 07/25/00, 07/27/00, 07/28/00,
07/31/00, 08/01/00, 08/02/00)
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